
 

A-barth Onan Hag Oll!  Representing One and All 

REPORTS FOR JULY 2020 MEETING 
 

AGENDA ITEM 4.1 

Clerk’s report for Meeting to be held on 21st July 2020 
 
Council’s Current Financial position 
 
Decision Required: 
 

To note the Council’s current financial position. 
 

Report: 
 

Appendices 1, 2 and 3 to this Report show the Council’s financial position as at 13th July 2020.  
I do not propose to elaborate further on these Appendices but will be pleased to address any 
matters that Members may wish to raise for clarification before the meeting.  
 
JV Calvert,  
Clerk and RFO                                                                                              

14th July 2020                                  

 

 

 

 

 



          







 

AGENDA ITEM 4.2 

Clerk’s report for Meeting to be held on 21st July 2020 
 
Wellness Hut Lease Payments 
 
Decisions Required: 
 



1. To agree to accept lease payments of £75 per month for as long as is necessary, 
starting with the July 2020 payment, to be reviewed each month.  

2. To note Kerry Goddard’s agreement to recommence payments for electricity 
for the Wellness Hut. 

 

Report: 
 

Kerry Goddard has indicated that she would like to reopen the Wellness Hut in the week 

commencing 6th July, but on a limited basis because not all her practitioners are ready for that 

date. 

She asked if the Council would accept a payment of £75 for July and for subsequent payments 

to be reviewed as they become due and agreed to recommence payments for electricity. 

Because she was wishing to open before the date of the Council meeting, an e-mail vote was 

conducted on 2nd July, when the above decisions were unanimously agreed. 

The decision will be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.  

 
JV Calvert,  
Clerk and RFO                                                                                              
14th July 2020     

AGENDA ITEM 4.3 

Clerk’s report for Meeting to be held on 21st July 2020 
 

Seven Stars Public House 
 
Decision Required: 
 

To apply to Cornwall Council for the Seven Stars Public House in Stithians to be 
registered as a Community Asset. 
 

Report: 
 

As Members will be aware, the Seven Stars is currently vacant, the tenant having decided that 

it was uneconomic to re-open and that “enough was enough” in the wake of the coronavirus 

pandemic. 

This begs the question as to its future. Will the Brewery be able to find a new tenant and, if 

not, what will they do with the property? Obviously, no decision has yet been made but it is 

not beyond the realms of possibility that they decide to sell it – it would be a prime candidate 

for conversion to housing and would then be lost to the village as a pub. 

The Localism Act 2011 makes provision for buildings such as this to be declared a community 

asset. This has the effect of putting a block on the sale of that asset for a period of six months, 

the idea being that the Community has that period to raise the necessary funds to bid to buy 

the property. Appendix 1 to this report gives details of the procedure 

Once the property is registered (by application to Cornwall Council), any sale must be delayed 

by a period of six weeks from the date the owner notifies Cornwall Council of their intention 

to sell and in that period the Parish Council would submit their Intention to Bid. From the date 

of receipt of this notice of intention. A six-month moratorium is imposed during which time 

the property cannot be sold.  



In that six-month period, the Community considers how to raise funds in order to buy it and 

can make an offer at any time during that period. There is, however, no obligation upon the 

owner to accept that offer and likewise, there is no obligation, even if they have registered 

their intention to bid, on the Parish Council to make a bid. It may well be that the Parish 

Council cannot raise the funds, but this procedure at least gives the opportunity to try. 

The situation may not arise and, indeed, I very much hope that it doesn’t, but it would be 

wise to register the property as soon as possible lest it is put on the market. 

JV Calvert,  
Clerk and RFO                                                                                             14th July 2020                                  
The Appendix to this item may be seen upon application to the Clerk. 

AGENDA ITEM 4.4 

Clerk’s report for Meeting to be held on 21st July 2020 
 

Resignation of Councillor & Appointment of Portfolio Holders 
 
Decisions Required: 
 

1. To thank Cllr Mrs Vivian Kavanagh for her excellent service to the Parish 
Council. 

2. To appoint Cllr H Jones as Portfolio Holder for Planning and the Playing 
Field. 

 

Report: 
 

As Members are aware, Cllr Vivian Kavanagh would, were it not for the intervention of the 

coronavirus pandemic, have resigned at the May Annual Meeting, but continued to serve in 

order to assist the Council, particularly in respect of Planning. 

Having discussed the matter with her at some length, bearing in mind that this is the last 

meeting before September where appropriate decisions can be taken, the Chairman and I 

have today received her resignation to take immediate effect. She feels that it is the 

appropriate time given the fact that there is someone willing to be co-opted and Cllr Howard 

Jones has indicated that he is willing to take over both the Planning and Playing Field 

Portfolios. 

She has the longest continuous service of all the present Councillors, having joined the Council 

in October 2008 and I for one will miss her considerable input to Council business over those 

(almost) twelve years. I trust Members will join me in thanking her for her sterling service and 

wishing her well for the future. I believe she will be continuing with the Lunch Club at the 

Stithians Centre.  

JV Calvert,  
Clerk and RFO                                                                                              
14th July 2020          

AGENDA ITEM 5.1 

This is merely a list of current Planning Applications prepared for the 

convenience of Councillors and is not included here. Anyone wishing to see it 

may do so upon application to the Clerk. 



AGENDA ITEM 5.2 (a) 

Application Ref:   PA20/04226 

Proposal:  Demolition of poor additions to barns, relocation of existing open sided barn, 

conversion of existing stone barns and extensions to forming and construction of new 

commercial units for B1, B2 and B8 uses. 

Location:    Rosemanowas Farm,  Herniss Lane, Herniss TR3 7BZ 

Applicant:     Mr P Green  

Decision Required:  

Members are requested to consider the following report to reach an informed decision 

regarding the above planning application. 

Date of Site Inspection: 

12/6/20 

Councillors who undertook the site inspection: 

Cllrs P Blease and V Kavanagh 

REPORT: 

This report was prepared by Cllr Mrs V Kavanagh before her resignation but the 

content is still relevant for consideration at the meeting. 

Rosemanowas Farm has been in the applicant’s family since 1934 and is now mainly beef 

cattle and some grass forage for sale. The proposals will not affect the current business. 

Access to the farm via the unclassified road that links the A394 to Stithians will remain 

unchanged. Visibility onto the Helston road is good and near to public transport.  The turning 

onto the private metalled lane with its passing places will remain as access to the new 

businesses. 

Like many Cornish farms it is necessary to diversify in order to keep the farm viable now and 

in the future.  There are a number of traditional but redundant farm buildings around the 

original farmyard which whilst in reasonable repair need maintenance it they are to survive 

into the future.  

The proposal it to renovate these and convert them into workspace units.  This together with 

moving an existing cattle barn to the other end of the farm and demolishing and rebuilding a 

building which is not suitable for redevelopment will leave the existing farmyard (and footpath) 

looking much as it always has whilst creating a group of studios, offices and workspaces 

around a modern ‘farmyard’. 

The applicant is looking at some environmental issues and is intending installing electric 

charging points in the car parking spaces to make use of electricity generated by a solar array 

in the nearby field.  He is also investigating ground source heating. 

 



The aim of the proposal is to generate income and thus allow him and his family to continue 

farming on the site 

Matters of Concern: 

None 

V Kavanagh 

P Blease 

12/6/20 

AGENDA ITEM 5.2 (b) 

Application Ref:   PA20/04993 

Proposal:   Works to 3no oak trees and 4no sycamore trees subject to a TPO 

Location:   2 The Old Vicarage, Church Road Stithians TR3 7FD  

Applicant:  Mr Mark Neeld 

Decision Required:  

Members are requested to consider the following report to reach an informed decision 

regarding the above planning application. 

Date of Site Inspection: 

8/7/20 

Councillors who undertook the site inspection: 

Cllrs J Thomas & V Kavanagh 

REPORT: 

This report was prepared by Cllr Mrs V Kavanagh before her resignation but the 

content is still relevant for consideration at the meeting. 

Cllrs Thomas and Kavanagh met the applicant’s wife who showed us round and indicted the 

trees involved. There are a number of trees involved in this application: some for crown 

reduction and some for removal. Below is a list of the trees involved with their suggested 

treatments: 

T1 – holm oak (mature / medium) – crown reduce W stem x 2m – to manage defective basal 

union.  

G2 – 2 x sycamore (semi mature / medium) – fell – good management of tree stock – replace 

with 1 rowan & 1 hawthorn cultivar.  

T3 – multi-stemmed sycamore (semi mature / medium) – re-coppice – in line with historic 

hedgerow management.  

T4 – turkey oak (semi mature / medium) – fell – due to location & form on roadside bank – 

replace with 1 x hornbeam.  



T5 – sycamore (semi mature / medium) – coppice – due to location on roadside bank.  

T6 – turkey oak (mature / v. large) – crown reduce N aspect by 3 – 4m – to assist natural re-

trenchment.  

Taking those with suggested remedial management first 

T1 - the canopy is encouraging part of the crown to grow sideways and removal of excess 

sideways growth at the top would make for a more balanced stable tree 

T3 and T5 - These are sycamores very near the roadside bank.  They have been coppiced 

before and re coppicing would remove the branches overhanging the road and being 

sycamores, they will soon regrow.  

T6 - This mature oak has a large crown which is beginning to impact on the nearby beech 

and lime trees.  Reduction of the crown will benefit all three trees. 

We propose that we support the above remedial work. 

Suggested for removal: 

G2 - These 2 sycamore trees, due to the shading by the canopy of trees, have grown tall and 

slim seeking the light.  They are very close together and even if coppiced would once again 

surge towards the light. 

T4 - This is a well-formed turkey oak but is right on the boundary.  

We see no problem with the removal of the sycamores but would suggest that the County 

Forester be asked to look at the oak(T4) to assess its condition and position. 

Matters of Concern: 

None 

V Kavanagh 

J Thomas 

8/7/20 

AGENDA ITEM 5.2 (c) 

Application Ref:  PA20/04966 

Proposal:    Bedroom extension 

Location:    Sunny Corner Polkanuggo Lane Herniss TR10 9DT 

Applicant:    Mr And Mrs M Farrar  

Decision Required:  

Members are requested to consider the following report to reach an informed decision 

regarding the above planning application. 

Date of Site Inspection: 



6/7/20 

Councillors who undertook the site inspection: 

Cllrs J Thomas & V Kavanagh 

REPORT: 

This report was prepared by Cllr Mrs V Kavanagh before her resignation but the 

content is still relevant for consideration at the meeting. 

Cllr Thomas and I visited the site and met the applicant Mr Farrar.  The bungalow is situated 

at the end of the lane off the Helston road, leading down towards the disused quarry.  It is 

situated in a large garden and because of its situation overlooks and is overlooked by no other 

property. 

The bungalow originally had 3 bedrooms, but they and the existing bathroom were very small, 

so the owners have reconfigured these to make 2 decent sized double bedrooms with en 

suites.  The present application is to add an extension to the side of the house to reinstate a 

third bedroom/study.  They investigated the possibility of a loft conversion, but the roof 

structure does not lend itself to development. 

Matters of Concern: 

None 

Cllr Mrs V Kavanagh 

Cllr Mrs J Thomas 

9/7/20 

AGENDA ITEM 5.3 

Clerk’s Report for Meeting to be held on 21st July 2020 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR DEALING WITH PLANNING APPLICATIONS THAT 

WOULD HAVE BEEN DEALT WITH AT THE AUGUST MEETING 

Decisions Required: 

1. That powers be delegated to the Planning Portfolio Holder and one other Councillor to 

prepare a suitable response to Cornwall Council to any non-contentious planning applications 

received between 14thJuly and 31st August 2020 for which an extension of time until 

immediately after the Parish Council meeting to be held on 15th September 2020 cannot be 

granted. 

2. That, if an application is considered contentious, Cornwall Council be requested to accept a 

response immediately after the Parish Council meeting to be held on 15th September 2020. 

3. That, if Cornwall Council are unable to accept a response immediately after the Parish Council 

meeting to be held on 15th September 2020 in respect of a contentious application, a response 

be agreed by an e-mail vote. 

4. That any decisions made in accordance with the above be reported to the September 2020 

meeting for ratification. 

 

Report: 



As Members are aware, there will be no meeting in August. Financial matters will be dealt 

with later in the agenda and hopefully the only other matter that is likely to cause problems 

is the return to Cornwall Council of responses to planning consultations within the allocated 

timescale. We do, of course, now have an agreed procedure of voting by e-mail should the 

need arise due to exceptional circumstances. 

I therefore suggest that, as long as any applications received are not contentious and the 

timing is such that Cornwall Council cannot grant an extension of time until after the 

September PC meeting, powers be delegated to the Planning Portfolio Holder and one other 

Councillor, depending upon availability, to prepare a response to Cornwall Council on behalf 

of the Parish Council, with their recommendations being reported to the September meeting 

of the Parish Council for ratification.  

If any applications are received that are likely to be contentious, then it is my recommendation 

that Cornwall Council be requested to accept a response after the September meeting. If this 

is not possible, then I suggest that a suitable response be agreed by means of an e-mail vote 

JV Calvert, 

Clerk                                                                                                            

14th July 2020  

AGENDA ITEM 6 

Clerk’s Report for Meeting to be Held on  
21st July 2020 

 

Correspondence Received 
 

 

SUMMARY OF DECISIONS REQUIRED (Details in Report): 
1. To note receipt from Cormac of their Town & Parish Council Update dated 16th 

June 2020 and the accompanying Fact Sheets on Grass Cutting, Surface 
Dressing and Verge Maintenance. 

2. To note receipt from the police and Crime Commissioner of information 
relating to her Councillor Advocate Scheme and to nominate Cllr Bunclark as 
the Council’s Advocate. 

 
REPORT: 
 

Since the last meeting, the following correspondence has been received: 
 

Date Type From Subject Action 
Taken/Required 

16/06 E-mail Cormac H&E Update See Section 1 of Report 

05/06 E-mail Police & Crime Commissioner Councillor Advocate Scheme See Section 2 of Report 

 
1. I circulated this to Members on 16th June. 
2. I circulated this to Members on 9th June, having overlooked it when preparing the agenda 

for the June meeting. The aim of the scheme is to create better contact between the 
Police and Communities by appointing a Councillor as an advocate to liaise between the 
police and the Parish Council. Full details of the scheme are contained in the circulated 
documents. Cllr Bunclark has indicated his willingness to act as the Council’s Advocate.  

 
JV Calvert,  
Clerk                                                                                                      

14th July 2020 



AGENDA ITEM 8                                                         

Authorisation of Payments – July 2020 
 

Decision Required: 
To approve payment of the sums shown in the report totalling £4,963.69 for July 
and £5,629.38 for August. 
 

 
Report: 
The table below shows, as usual, invoices received since the last meeting as well as the usual 
monthly and other payments to be made. Figures in the last column relate to the explanatory 
notes below the table. 
 
 

Type Date 

Due 

Payee For VAT Total 

Amount 

See 

Note 
DD 29/06 Everflow Water Supply – Toilet, Playing Field & Cemetery  0.00 1 

Visa 24/06 FR Jones Leaf Blower 64.83 388.99 2 

Visa 26/06 Bookers Black Bags 3.60 21.59 3 

E 29/06 Clerk Hand Sanitiser Dispenser & Refill - Reimbursement 11.16 66.93 4 

Visa 02/06 Fenland Leisure Replacement Swing Chains 17.20 103.20 5 

E 15/06 Clerk July Salary  1,362.54 6 

E 15/06 Clerk June Expenses   0.00  

E 21/07 HMRC Clerk’s Tax under PAYE – July  340.60  

E 21/07 M White Toilet Cleaning – July  87.63  

E 21/07 M White Litter Picking – July  142.89  

E 21/07 M White Locking/Unlocking Meadowside Cemetery - July  39.42 7 

E 21/07 Tyrone Martin Environmental Management Contract – July  1,686.61 8 

E 21/07 Tyrone Martin Maintenance of MSAS – July  50.00  

E 21/07 Tyrone Martin Installation of Oil Drum Litter Bins  254.95 9 

E 21/07 EDF Energy Electricity Supply – Wellness Hut & Toilet 2.64 55.51  

E 21/07 Martin Smith 
Inspections 

Annual Play Equipment Inspection  240.00 10 

E 21/07 Office Smart Printing Paper & Laminating Pouches 9.52 57.14  

E 21/07 Bowling Club Footpath Electricity 3.13 65.69  

   TOTALS for July  £112.08 £4,963.69  

 
E 14/08 Clerk August Salary  1,362.54 11,12 
E 14/08 HMRC Clerk’s Tax under PAYE - August  340.60 11 
E 14/08 M White Toilet Cleaning - August  87.63 11 

E 14/08 M White Litter Picking – August  142.89 11 
E 14/08 M White Locking/Unlocking Meadowside Cemetery - August  30.42 11 

E 14/08 Tyrone Martin Environmental Management Contract - August  1686.61 11 
E 14/08 Tyrone Martin Maintenance of MSAS – August  50.00 11 

DD 14/08 PWLB Playing Field Loan 1  1,145.32 11 

DD 04/09 PWLB Stithians Centre Loan 4  783.37 11 

   TOTALS for August   £5,629.38  

 
Notes: 

1. Because I submitted corrected meter readings, our account is presently in credit to the 
tune of £94.98 and so there was no payment due at the end of June. 

2. Members agreed last year, and therefore set a precedent, to finance the purchase of 
equipment for Tyrone to save him the cost of VAT. He needed a new (more powerful) 
leaf blower and I therefore agreed to his purchasing one using the Council’s debit card 
and this is that purchase. He will repay the amount (less VAT) by deductions from his 
EMC payments in July and August (See Note 4 below) 

3. These were purchased by Tyrone Martin using the Council’s debit card with my prior 
approval. 

4. In order to reopen the toilets, it was necessary to purchase a wall-mounted hand 
sanitiser. I therefore purchased one through my Amazon account. I thought I was 
using the Council’s debit card, but the payment actually went to my personal debit 
card. I therefore had to transfer the sum of £66.93 to my account. 



5. Replacement chains were needed in order to put the large swings back into operation 
after the lockdown. They were therefore purchased (with my approval) by Tyrone 
using the Council’s debit card. 

6. This payment is the Clerk’s gross salary (£1,703.14) less income tax due from the Clerk 
under PAYE for the month of July.  

7. Members agreed, under Minute 04/06/20, that Michael White should lock and unlock 
Meadowside Cemetery in the sum of £365 per annum. He started on 22nd June. His 
normal monthly payment will be £30.42, but this payment includes for the last nine 
days of June. 

8. As Members are aware, the Environmental Management Contractor is paid in twelve 
equal monthly instalments for the various elements of the contract as follows: 

Element of EMC Annual Payment Monthly Payment 
Footpath Maintenance 2,339.10 194.92 
Verge Maintenance 1,423.80 118.65 
Closed Churchyard Maintenance 1,118.70 93.22 
Lower Churchyard Maintenance 915.30 76.28 
Haverigg Cemetery Maintenance 610.20 50.85 
Meadowside Cemetery Maintenance 1,525.50 127.13 
Crellow Fields AA Grass Cutting 559.35 46.61 
Crellow Fields AA Hedge Trimming 355.95 29.66 
Crellow Fields AA Caretaking 559.35 46.61 
Weed Treatment 457.65 38.14 
Cleaning Longdowns Bus Shelters 305.10 25.43 
Total for Environment Portfolio 10,170 847.50 
Playing Field Caretaker 7,525.80 627.15 
PF Grass Cutting 3,980.00 331.67 
PF Hedge Trimming 508.50 42.37 
Total for Playing Field Portfolio 12,014.30 1001.19 

Grand Total 22,184.30 1,848.69 

This month and next, however, that payment is reduced by £162.08 as detailed in 
Note 2, making the payment £1,686.61. 

9. The Annual Inspection took place on 11th June. The report is now to hand and will be 
discussed at the next EMC Meeting. 

10. Members agreed to the installation of these under Minute 22/10/19. Tyrone has now 
been able to purchase the drums and, because their purchase is a substantial element 
of his costs, he has requested payment at this meeting, even though they may not be 
installed by the date of the meeting. They will, of course, be in place as soon as 
possible. Members should be aware that there is likely to be additional costs for 
concrete, screws etc. which Tyrone will obtain using the Council’s debit card 

11. As there is no meeting in August, there are several regular payments which need to 
be approved at this meeting. The electronic payments will be made on Friday 14th 
August and the direct debits on the date shown. 

12. This payment is the Clerk’s gross salary (£1,703.14) less the Income Tax due from the 
Clerk under PAYE for the month of August. 

 
 

JV Calvert  
Clerk & RFO                                                                                     

      14th July 2020 
    

 


