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A-barth Onan Hag Oll!  Representing One and All 

 

OUTGOING CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2016 TO 2017 
 

Decision Required: 
 

That this report be noted and posted on Stithians Parish Website. 
 

Report: 
 
Introduction 

 
2016-2017 has been an interesting and exciting year for Stithians Parish Council (SPC). 

There have been many highlights and only one low point, which I can recall. The 
excitement comes from having a full team of 11 Councillors, the first time this has 

happened since February 2011, and even then, it only lasted for 3 months. 
 
It is great to have a full team of Councillors but interest in joining is such that we will 

be having a contested election on Thursday 4th May when parishioners will be able to 
choose and vote for up to 11 candidates from a list of 12.  

 
I would like to take a moment to remind everyone that all Parish Councillors are 

volunteers who give their time, energy, and expertise freely with the sole objective of 
improving the Parish for the benefit of all.  
 

I will now look at the highs and lows for the year in detail (the former far outweighing 
the latter) and then provide a brief overview of the work you can expect to see being 

done by SPC in the coming year. 
 

 
1.  Membership:  
   

 Since I was elected Chairman last May, four Councillors have resigned and eight 
have joined by way of co-option. The attendance record of all Councillors has 

been exemplary with 7 Councillors achieving 100% attendance figures. 
Appendix 1 shows the detailed attendance records for the year and these are 
by far the best figures posted in the last 10 years. 
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2.  Post Office Service:  
 

Sadly, the Post Office and shop which was located in the refurbished toilet block 
closed on 6th January 2017 after only 4 months trading. The reasons for closure 

were complex and inter-related; it is my belief, however, that the principal 
reason for closure was the inflexibility of the Post Office to adapt their rules to 
provide sufficient support to allow the enterprise to establish itself. This may 

not have mattered if the shop was sufficiently busy to cross subsidise the PO 
but unfortunately that was not the case.  

  
 I would like to take this opportunity to thank Michelle Firminger and her staff 

from Ponsanooth Post Office and Stores, for trying very hard to establish a full-
time PO service in Stithians. I would also like to thank all the volunteers, 
businesses and everyone involved with the building conversion for every 

contribution made, however large or small. 
 

 Since January, SPC has been working hard to get an Outreach PO service re-
established in Stithians. At the moment, the plan is to open an 8 hour per week 
Outreach PO service in the Spar shop. It will be run by the Postmistress, Barbara 

Cradock, who runs Rame Post Office. It is currently expected to open at the end 
of May 2017. 

 
 The building, which now looks much better following the refurbishment, was 

advertised for rent and various levels of interest were expressed. Currently one 
potential tenant is seeking Planning Permission needed to establish a Wellness 
Centre. You can see what potential services may be included (dependant on 

demand) here: www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/6YXTJFQ  
 

 Whilst there were a number of lessons to be learnt from the “Toilet 
Refurbishment Project” we now have a smart building in the centre of the village 

rather than an ugly run down public convenience. We have retained a public 
toilet facility (unisex & disabled) but now have a useful building which will bring 
in rental income and be a useful asset to the village for years to come. 

 
3.  Planning Applications:  

  
SPC has considered 76 planning applications which continue to be received at 
an average of 6+ per month. Each application is considered on its merits and 

all relevant documents and plans submitted are studied. In most cases a site 
visit is also involved before a report is prepared for consideration at a full SPC 

meeting. 
 

Of the 76 applications SPC considered this year SPC supported 68. Of the 68 
supported by SPC, Cornwall Council (CC) went on to approve 56, 6 are still 
awaiting a CC decision, 5 applications were withdrawn and one was deemed 

“Invalid”. 

http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/6YXTJFQ
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SPC did not support 8 applications of which CC went on to refuse 3, approve 3 

and the other 2 are still awaiting a decision. 
 

4.     Training: 
  

 New Councillors have attended Code of Conduct Training and a few old hands 

took the opportunity for a refresher. Some Members also attended Planning 

Workshops organised by Cornwall Council.  

5.  Consultations:  
 

 During the year, the Council has responded to numerous consultations from 
Cornwall Council, Central Government and other bodies. This year we have 

tended to be more selective in only responding to consultations which could 
have future implications for the Parish. 

 

6.  New Cemetery: 
 

In September 2016, the purchase of land from the Glebe to establish a 
Municipal Cemetery was finally completed after many years of negotiation. The 

land acquired is part of the field behind the Cricket Club Pavilion. 
 
Work commenced almost immediately. The area was fenced off and a new 

kissing gate installed to allow access to the diverted footpath which follows the 
hedge line on 2 sides of the Cemetery. A dedicated water supply was installed 

and a new access gate created.  
 

SPC appointed a Cemetery Working Group (CWG) to research a suitable layout 
and to define the services that can be offered by Stithians Municipal Cemetery 
(SMC). This group has been working hard consulting with interested parties, 

visiting cemeteries, and seeking out best practice and investigating costs. 
 

This work has resulted in the preparation of a detailed design which is currently 
being drawn up by a local architect. The proposals included in this will then be 
presented to a full SPC meeting, following which, once a layout is approved, it 

will be used as a basis for a public consultation event to seek further ideas and 
suggestions and to gauge the level of public support. Once a final design and 

layout is approved it will then be used as a basis for seeking tenders for the 
various aspects of the works needed. At that point we should be able to award 

contracts and get the SMC up and running. 
 
 

 
 

7.  Allowances: 



AGENDA ITEM 3 
 
 
 

4 
 

It is the Parish Council’s policy that no attendance allowances are paid to 
Members. Provision was made in the 2004/2005 financial year and has been 

included in the budget ever since, for travelling and subsistence expenses for 
Members. For several years and certainly during the period of my report, there 

have been no claims, Members meeting these expenses personally. 

8.  Footpaths, Highways and Environment: 
 

We continue to hold bi-monthly meetings with Mr B Dickinson, Cormac’s Area 
Manager, which are still extremely useful to SPC. Maintenance issues are 

reported to Cornwall Council and are jointly prioritised for action. 
 

The Parish Council continues to carry out the maintenance of the Closed 
Churchyard and the maintenance of Public Rights of Way on behalf of Cornwall 
Council. It also maintains the cemetery on behalf of the PCC. 

 
SPC is continually engaged in trying to raise awareness and reduce litter, dog 

fouling and fly-tipping in the Parish and surrounding areas. These are all 
antisocial activities conducted by inconsiderate individuals and should be 

reported when appropriate. The new website has a “problem” page which 
makes it easier for everyone to report any problem to the relevant authority. A 
recent initiative has resulted in Stithians School children being engaged in a 

poster design competition aimed at raising awareness of the problems 
associated with litter. 

 
The Parish Council has acquired the freehold of Crellow Fields Amenity Area 
from Cornwall Council and is therefore now responsible for its upkeep. It is 

intended that the grass will be cut more often than it was under the previous 
ownership, making the area easier for use by residents.  

 
During the year, we finally got the 2 vandalised post boxes replaced at Hendra 

and near Gribbas Corner. Royal Mail finally got the job done in a little under 2 
years but not until considerable pressure was applied by SPC and our Member 
of Parliament, George Eustice.  

 
9.    Playing Field: 

 
This continues to be popular with young and old alike and it is hoped that fairly 

soon it will be possible to provide some new equipment and also possibly 
improve and enlarge the Toddler Play Area. 
 

Regrettably, some irresponsible dog owners are not observing the Rules of the 
Playing Fields. Dogs are not allowed in any part of the old playing field except 

on the footpath alongside the tennis court and here they should be on leads. 
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Although they are permitted in the new playing field, they should be on leads 
here as well. This is to protect the users of the skateboard park where a loose 

dog could cause a serious accident. Further, it prevents dogs fouling the rugby 
pitch………….and you really don’t want to upset rugby players. 

  
Regardless of where dogs are, it is antisocial and inconsiderate not to clear up 
after your dog and can be an offence punishable by a fine of up to £1,000. 

  
10. Mining Villages Regeneration Group: 

  

 
The Council continues to be an active member of this group which meets bi-

monthly. It is a useful forum to compare ideas and experiences. It also carries 
more weight when a group of Parish Councils make representations to Cornwall 

Council. Parishes included in the group are Stithians, Carharrack, Chacewater, 
Gwennap, Lanner and St. Day. 
 
 

11. Historic Churchyards Project: 
 

 

Details regarding graves and headstones for Stithians are now on the Cornwall 
Mining Villages Historic Church Yard website and can be viewed at 

www.cornwallminingvillagechurchyards.net/  
It is anticipated that further updates to the information regarding Stithians will 
occur in the coming year. 

 
 

12. Neighbourhood Watch: 

 
 

Neighbourhood Watch in the Parish continues under the guidance of Vyv Toms, 

Lead Co-ordinator. The focus is mainly on keeping people aware of incidents or 
threats which they may encounter. Unfortunately, more of these threats are 

occurring on-line and Vyv does a great job keeping people up to date using 
Social Media, and a Website. This information can include police requests for 

information regarding local incidents or even suspicious traders operating in the 
area.  
You can sign up for free updates or message Vyv with information here: 

https://www.facebook.com/StithiansNHW/posts/1370078506396270?commen
t_id=1370520549685399  

Vyv continues to work in co-operation with our PCSO, Andy Huddlestone and 
the Parish Council.  

 
 
 

 
13. Remembrance Day 

 

http://www.cornwallminingvillagechurchyards.net/
https://www.facebook.com/StithiansNHW/posts/1370078506396270?comment_id=1370520549685399
https://www.facebook.com/StithiansNHW/posts/1370078506396270?comment_id=1370520549685399
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SPC is responsible for organising the annual Remembrance Day Parade in 
November. The detailed organisation has been kindly undertaken by a former 

Councillor, Roger Nichols, for many years. This coming year and in future years, 
if the parades are to continue, we will require a small number of additional 

volunteers to help with traffic control on the day. 
 

14. Parish Development Working Group - Sports Facilities 

  
SPC is currently undertaking a feasibility study with a view to bringing more 

sports facilities to the Parish. This work is being undertaken by a Working Group 
aided by volunteers and is at an early stage. 

  
15. Stithians Energy Group (SEG) 

 

SPC was approached this year by Brian Piper, a local resident, who wants to set 
up Stithians Energy Group (SEG). SPC agreed to support his initiative by having 

an SPC representative on the SEG committee. We have further supported SEG 
by hosting a web page which enables SEG to explain its objectives and invites 

people to register an interest and be kept informed of future developments. 
You can see much more information on SEG and its objectives here: 
http://www.stithiansparishcouncil.org.uk/stithians-energy-group    

 
16. What next for Stithians 

 
Next year we hope that Stithians will see:- 

• An Outreach PO up and running 

• A Wellness Centre established in village 

• The Municipal Cemetery opened 
• More than 500 subscribers to the Parish Council e-newsletter 

• Sports Development Plan formulated 

• More people volunteering to assist with Parish Council Projects 
 

 

17. Thanks: 
 

 

I would like to thank all Councillors (past and present) who have served on SPC 
during the last year. We have a great team of people from very diverse 
backgrounds who have all made significant contributions to the smooth running 

of SPC.  
 

I would also like to thank our Clerk, John Calvert, who has helped myself hit 
the ground running, in my first attempt at being a Chairman. I could not have 

done it without his great support, advice and wisdom which he has accumulated 
over many years of relevant experience. 
 

http://www.stithiansparishcouncil.org.uk/stithians-energy-group
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I would also like to thank Rod Davis, our Transport Representative, Andy 
Huddlestone, our PCSO, Vyv Toms our Neighbourhood Watch leader and John 

Thomas our Cornwall Council representative for their efforts and the time they 
spend keeping us informed. 

 
I would also like to thank all the contractors that have tendered and won 
contracts which we issue to keep the Parish looking its best. These include 

footpath maintenance, playing field grass cutting and verge cutting, opening 
closing and cleaning toilets, litter picking, weed spraying, playing field 

maintenance, grass cutting in cemeteries and amenity areas and much more. 
 

18. Conclusion 
 
This has been a very successful year for Stithians Parish Council and the people 

we represent. There is a growing interest in the work of SPC and we are seeing 
more people coming forward to help as Councillors and simply as volunteers on 

the numerous projects in which we are involved.  
 

These trends are very encouraging and bode well for the future success and 
progressive development for the Parish of Stithians and all who live and work 
here. 

 
 

Phil Blease 
Chairman of Stithians Parish Council 
21st April 2017 

 
 
 

Appendix 1 – Attendance Records 

 

2016 - 2017

Member April APM May AGM June July Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb March Possible Actual Percentage

P Blease 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13 13 100%

J Godolphin 1 1 1 1 4 4 100%

V Kavanagh 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13 12 92%

R Nicholls 1 1 1 1 0 1 6 5 83%

P Tisdale 1 1 1 1 0 1 6 5 83%

H Jones 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13 12 92%

J Thomas 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 13 10 77%

T Lucioni 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 6 86%

S Todd 1 1 2 2 100%

G Scott 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 7 6 86%

J Burley 0 1 1 1 1 1 6 5 83%

B Gilbert 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 6 100%

P Sims 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 6 100%

W Thomas 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 6 100%

R Wood 1 1 1 1 4 4 100%


