
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF STITHIANS PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE STITHIANS CENTRE ON 
TUESDAY 17th NOVEMBER 2015 COMMENCING AT 7pm
	
	ATTENDANCE:

Councillors present were:

Cllr P Tisdale (Chair), Cllr Mrs Kavanagh, Cllr H Jones, Cllr R Nicholls, Cllr P Blease and Cllr Mrs J Thomas. 
The Clerk was also present. 
Members of the public present were Mr J Burley, Mrs PM Pascoe, Mrs M Biscoe, Mr D Nightingale, Mr T Tingey and Mr & Mrs Bell to the points mentioned.


	1.

	APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Mrs Godolphin who was on working. 
Apologies were also received from PCSO Andy Huddlestone and Rod Davis.



	2.


	URGENT ITEMS

The Clerk advised that the Chairman had agreed to consider a report on the post office as an urgent item in the confidential part of the meeting.
Reason for Urgency:

The outreach post office facility in the Stithians Centre will not be viable when the rent for accommodation in the Stithians Centre is increased in January. It is therefore a matter of urgency to provide alternative accommodation as soon as possible.
Reason for Confidentiality:

The report contains information relating to the financial or business affairs of a particular person and is therefore exempt under paragraph 3 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 as amended in 2006.

 

	3.

3.1
3.2

	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ETC. 
No declarations of interest in agenda items were made.
There were no written requests for dispensation to speak at the meeting.



	4.1

4.1.1

4.1.2


	MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER  2015 COUNCIL MEETING

The Clerk advised that he was not aware of any suggested amendments to the Draft Minutes circulated prior to the meeting.

RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 20th October 2015 as a true record of the proceedings. 

Proposed by Cllr Mrs Kavanagh, seconded by Cllr Mrs Thomas and carried unanimously by those who voted. As he had not been present at the meeting, Cllr Blease did not vote.
MINUTE 01/11/15 
The Chairman duly signed the minutes as a true record of the proceedings.


	5
5.1.1
5.1.2
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 2015 COUNCIL MEETING NOT COVERED ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA

Cllr Mrs Thomas enquired about availability of posters publicising the post office. The Chairman advised that he had copies of “Spotlight” which he would give to Members after the meeting for distribution.
There were no other matters arising.



	6
6.1
	CORNWALL COUNCILLOR JOHN THOMAS

It was agreed by consensus that Cllr Thomas would speak as and when he was invited or when he thought it necessary as the meeting progressed.


	7.

7.1
7.1.1
7.2
7.2.1


	POLICE & NHW 

Police & NHW Liaison Officer:

Cllr Blease advised that there was no report for this meeting.
Police Report:
Members considered the report, a copy of which is appended to these minutes.
The content of the reports was duly noted.


	
	The Chairman closed the meeting at this point at 19.05 to allow Public Participation.



	8.
8.1.1
8.1.2

8.1.3
8.1.4
8.1.5

8.1.6

8.1.7

8.1.8

8.1.9
8.2.1

8.2.2

8.3.1


	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Mrs Biscoe was concerned over how the matter of the post office had been handled and was advised by both the Chairman and the Clerk that the Parish Council had done all it could despite the fact that information from the Post Office was not consistent.

She had been heartened to hear that the Ponsanooth postmistress was considering setting up a post office in the chip shop but was disappointed to learn that this was not now going to happen.

Mrs Biscoe asked, in the light of the decision of the Stithians Centre Management Committee (SCMC) to raise the rent for the post office, what could be done to assist the postmistress.

Denis Nightingale, as Chair of the SCMC, advised that they were bound by legislation and could not show favouritism, the going rate for the room in question being £5 per hour. He pointed out that the rent was not actually rising as it was the set rate for the room which had been discounted for an initial 2 month period.

The Committee had taken advice from several quarters, all of which resulted in the rent needing to rise. 
Denis Nightingale further stated that, as a citizen, he was about to pay the shortfall in funding for the first month and that he knew of another person who was going to do the same for the second month.

John Bell asked if the Charity Commission had been contacted and was advised by Mr Nightingale that they had but to no avail as regards the rent to be charged.

The Chairman reiterated the PC’s ultimate aim of getting a full time post office in the village.

Denis Nightingale wondered if this would be in the toilets and questioned whether that would be sustainable. The Chairman indicated that, if it were to be in the toilets, the intention was to sell various other items as well.

Mr Burley advised that he had just applied for planning consent to convert a building and erect another for retail use. He stated that he hoped to be able to incorporate a post office and had spoken to Colin Pound of the Post Office about the possibility. It would open from 7am to 9pm Monday to Saturday and 8am to 8pm on Sundays and he hoped to open the post office for the same hours. 
The Clerk informed him that the application had been received but it was too late for it to be considered at this meeting.

Mr Tingey stated that he was attending to say that he was in support of the application for a certificate of lawfulness for residential use of the site at Lanefield, Carn as he thought that if it were granted, it would be less likely that permission would be given for a gypsy site nearby as Cornwall Council appeared to not approve applications for gypsy sites if their access was past residential property. 


	
	There being no other matters raised under Public Participation, the Chairman reopened the meeting at 19.25. 


	9.
9.1
9.1.1


	TRANSPORT
Transport Representative’s  Report:

Rod Davis, the Transport Representative, having given his apologies, was not present at the meeting but had advised that he had nothing to report. 


	10.

10.1
10.2  


	PARISH PLAN
It was noted that no meeting had taken place and Cllr Mrs Thomas asked why progress was slow.
The Chairman agreed to arrange a meeting of the Parish Development Working Group as soon as possible to include all Members of the Parish Council.


	11.

11.1
11.1.1

11.1.2

11.1.3

	CLERK’S REPORTS

The Council’s Current Financial Position: 

The Clerk presented his report, a copy of which is appended to these minutes.  
He advised that he had received £5,000 from the operators of Pencoose Solar Farm, being 25% of the total payment to be used for the benefit of the Community.
RESOLVED: 
1. To note the Council’s current financial position.
2. That the sum of £5,000 received in respect of Pencoose Solar Farm be placed in the Pavilion Redevelopment Fund. 
Proposed by Cllr Nicholls, seconded by Cllr Jones and carried unanimously.
MINUTE 02/11/15


	11.2

11.2.1
11.2.2

	Stithians Post Office:

The Clerk presented his report, a copy of which is appended to these minutes. He also referred Members to a letter dated 16th November received from Colin Pound advising that the outreach post office had opened on 2nd November.
RESOLVED to note the report and the letter from Colin Pound dated 16th November 2015.

Proposed by Cllr Nicholls, seconded by Cllr Mrs Kavanagh and carried unanimously.
MINUTE 03/11/15


	
	Mr & Mrs Bell, Mr Nightingale, Mrs Biscoe and Mrs Pascoe left the meeting at this point at 19.40.


	11.3

11.3.1

11.3.2
11.3.3
	2016/17 Draft Budget:

The Clerk presented his report, a copy of which is appended to these minutes.
The Clerk answered several questions relating to budget items.
RESOLVED:

1. To delete the item of £250 for the printing of Trail Leaflets and add £250 to the item for the Toilet Refurbishment Fund.
2. To accept, with the above amendments, the budget as presented to the meeting as the Final Budget for 2016/17.
Proposed by Cllr Mrs Kavanagh, seconded by Cllr Jones and carried unanimously. 
MINUTE 04/11/15 


	12
12.1

12.1.1
12.2
12.2.1

12.2.2


	PLANNING
Notification of Planning Decisions Received:

The Clerk drew the meeting’s attention to the table of planning decisions, a copy of which is appended to these minutes and advised of the decision made in respect of the t application highlighted therein. 
Notification of Planning Decisions received after publication of the agenda:

The Clerk advised that since the publication of the agenda he had been informed that the pre-application PA15/02793 (Tregynsa) was likely to be supported for affordable housing but not open market.
He further advised that PA15/08881 (Pengreep Farm) had been approved
This information was duly noted. 


	12.3
	Planning Applications Received:


	12.3(a)

12.3(a).1

12.3(a).2

12.3(a).3


	PA15/09790 – Mr M Hooper – Certificate of Lawful Development for existing use of two buildings and a caravan as dwelling house with associated curtilage – Lanefield, Carn.
Cllr Blease spoke to his report, a copy of which is appended to these minutes. 
There was considerable discussion over how long the property had been vacant.
RESOLVED:  
1. NOT to support the application because the premises have not been continuously occupied. 
2. To inform Cornwall Council that, contrary to information provided by the applicant, Mr Burton vacated the premises in November 2010, some five years ago and it has lain derelict since then and the fact that he vacated the premises in 2010 can be confirmed by Enforcement Case EN10/00097 when Mr Burton confirmed to the case officer that he had been occupying a building across the road at Four Acres, Carn since November 2010.
3. To further inform Cornwall Council that, as the premises at Lanefield have not been occupied since then and are now not fit for purpose as well as the fact that the application is erroneous, it is not considered appropriate to grant a certificate of lawfulness to use the premises as a dwelling.
Proposed by Cllr Nicholls, seconded by Cllr Jones and carried unanimously by those who voted. Cllrs Blease & Mrs Kavanagh abstained from voting.
MINUTE 05/11/15 


	
	Mr Tingey left the meeting at this point at 19.57.



	12.3(b)

12.3(b).1

12.3(b).2


	PA15/10243 – Mr & Mrs C Whittaker – Removal of existing rear porch & extension to existing kitchen – Mill View, East Road.

Cllr Blease presented his report, a copy of which is appended to these minutes. 
RESOLVED to support the application.
Proposed by Cllr Blease seconded by Cllr Mrs Kavanagh and carried unanimously.
MINUTE 06/11/15 


	12.4


	Planning Applications Received after Publication of the Agenda:

The Clerk advised that one application relating to Burley’s Aquatics had been received on the day of the meeting and was therefore too late to be considered.


	13
13.1

13.1.1
	LICENSING

Licensing Applications:

Members considered the Clerk’s report, a copy of which is appended to these minutes.

This was duly noted.


	14
14.1.1

14.1.2

	NEW CEMETERY 
The Clerk presented his report, a copy of which is appended to these minutes. 
RESOLVED to note and accept the content of the report.
Proposed by Cllr Nicholls, seconded by Cllr Mrs Thomas and carried unanimously.
MINUTE 07/11/15 


	15
15.1
15.1.1

15.1.2


	FOOTPATHS, HIGHWAYS & ENVIRONMENT PORTFOLIO
Portfolio Holder’s Report:
The Portfolio Holder, Cllr Mrs Thomas, presented her report, a copy of which is appended to these minutes. 
RESOLVED: 

1. To note and accept the content of the report.
2. To instruct the Clerk to ask for a written report on the analysis of the discharge into the stream in Church Road. 
Proposed by Cllr Mrs Thomas, seconded by Cllr Jones and carried unanimously. 
MINUTE 08/11/15 


	15.2
15.2.1

15.2.2

15.2.3


	Meeting with Cormac Area Manager on 3rd November 2015:
The Clerk presented his report along with the notes of the meeting, copies of which are appended to these minutes. 
Cllr Blease advised that the tree at Tretheague and the drains at Woodside had been attended to and Cllr Nicholls advised that the work at Pelean Cross had been done.

RESOLVED to note and accept the content of the notes of the meeting with the Cormac Area Manager held on 3rd November 2015.
Proposed by Cllr Blease, seconded by Cllr Mrs Thomas and carried unanimously. 
MINUTE 09/11/15 


	15.3
15.3.1

15.3.2


	Crellow Fields Amenity Area:

The Clerk presented his report, a copy of which is appended to these minutes. 
RESOLVED: 
1. To note and accept the content of the report concerning Crellow Fields Amenity Area.
2. To instruct the Clerk to write to the owner of the pipes discharging into Crellow Fields Amenity area to ask him to take the necessary steps to prevent the area from becoming boggy.
Proposed by Cllr Blease, seconded by Cllr Nicholls and carried unanimously. 
MINUTE 10/11/15 


	15.4
15.4.1

15.4.2
	Institute Notice Board:

The Clerk presented his report, a copy of which is appended to these minutes. The Chairman advised that the situation remained the same. 
This information was duly noted


	15.5
15.5.1

15.5.2
	Public Conveniences:

The Clerk presented his report, a copy of which is appended to these minutes. 

The information in the report was duly noted.


	15.6

15.6.1

15.6.2
	Tender Documents for Contracts due for Renewal on 1st April 2016:

The Clerk presented his report, a copy of which is appended to these minutes. 

Members discussed each of the seven documents in turn.

RESOLVED:

1. To accept the General Conditions as presented to the meeting.

2. To add the words “where it is not the landowner’s responsibility” to the first bullet point in Work Specification A.

3. To Accept Work Specification B as presented to the meeting.

4. To change the opening time in Work Specification C to 08.00 hours and the closing time during GMT to 18.00 hours.

5. To add the words “and ensuring that the grilles and pipes to the stream alongside and under Church Road are kept clear of debris at all times” to Work Specification D.
6. To move the emptying of litter bins in Work Specifications E and F to work Specification D.

Proposed by Cllr Mrs Kavanagh, seconded by Cllr Mrs Thomas and carried unanimously. 
MINUTE 10/11/15 


	16
16.1

16.1.1
16.1.2
16.1.3

16.1.4

16.1.5


	PLAYING FIELD PORTFOLIO

Notes of Playing Field Meeting held on 9th November 2015:

The Clerk presented his report, a copy of which is appended to these minutes.
He drew Members’ attention to items of expenditure which he had included for payment under item 23 on the agenda.
He also advised that he had received an estimate from Tyrone Martin for repairing the sign on the gate near the Seven Stars as mentioned in the first paragraph of item 11 of the notes of the playing field meeting.

Cllr Mrs Thomas advised that, having considered the health and safety implications, she did not consider that volunteers should repaint play equipment.
RESOLVED: 
1. To note and agree the content of the notes of the Playing Field Progress Meeting held on 9th November 2015 and the actions contained therein with particular reference to the financial implications.
2. To accept the quotation from Tyrone Martin in the sum of £28 for repairs to the sign on the playing field gate near the Seven Stars. 
Proposed by Cllr Nicholls, seconded by Cllr Mrs Kavanagh and carried unanimously.

MINUTE 11/11/15 


	17

	CONSULTATIONS
There were no consultations for consideration at the meeting.


	18
	PUBLIC RELATIONS



	18.1
18.1.1

18.1.2
	Remembrance Parade & Services:
The Clerk presented his report and Members considered a report prepared by Cllr Nicholls, copies of which are appended to these minutes.
RESOLVED to note and agree the content of both reports on Remembrance Services presented to the meeting.
Proposed by Cllr Nicholls, seconded by Cllr Mrs Thomas and carried unanimously.

MINUTE 12/11/15 


	18.2
18.2.1

18.2.2


	Publicity re Verge and Boundary Maintenance:
The Clerk presented his report, a copy of which is appended to these minutes.

RESOLVED to note and agree the content of the report on Publicity re Verge and Boundary Maintenance as presented to the meeting
Proposed by Cllr Mrs Kavanagh, seconded by Cllr Mrs Thomas and carried unanimously.

MINUTE 13/11/15 


	18.3
18.3.1

18.3.2
	“Spotlight”:
The Clerk presented his report, a copy of which is appended to these minutes.

RESOLVED: 

1. To note and agree the content of the report on “Spotlight” as presented to the meeting.

2. To ratify the e-mail vote and the action of the Clerk as regards the printing of a special edition of “Spotlight”.

3. To authorise the expenditure of £89 for the printing of “Spotlight”.

Proposed by Cllr Mrs Thomas, seconded by Cllr Mrs Kavanagh and carried unanimously.

MINUTE 13/11/15 


	18.4

18.4.1

18.4.2


	Christmas Lights Competition:

Members raised this matter and discussed whether or not to hold one.

RESOLVED:

1. That the Chairman and Cllr Jones judge Christmas lights in the Parish at an appropriate time to be agreed.

2. That all Members bring a prize to the December meeting for the Christmas Lights Competition.

Proposed by Cllr Mrs Thomas, seconded by Cllr Jones and carried unanimously.

MINUTE 14/11/15 


	19
19.1
19.1.1
19.1.2

	REPORTS OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES
MVRG Meeting – 5th November 2015:

The Clerk advised that he had received and circulated the minutes of this meeting on the day of the PC Meeting and further advised that the MVRG and CNA meetings had merged and one set of minutes now covered both.
RESOLVED to note the minutes of the MVRG and CNA Meetings held on 5th November 2015.
Proposed by Cllr the Chairman, seconded by Cllr Mrs Thomas and carried unanimously.

MINUTE 15/11/15


	
	Mr Burley left the meeting at this point at 21.15.



	19.2
19.2.1


	Stithians Centre Management Committee:

Cllr Jones presented his report on the meeting held on 4th November 2015, a copy of which is appended to these minutes.
This was duly noted



	20
	CORNWALL COUNCIL


	20.1
	Community Network Area Meeting – 5h November 2015:

See Item 19.1


	21
21.1
21.2

21.3
21.4

21.5


	CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk presented his report, a copy of which is appended to these minutes. He also presented his report on correspondence received after publication of the agenda, a copy of which is also appended to these minutes.
He also referred to the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Report which he had received and circulated on the day of the meeting.

Cllr Blease referred to an e-mail he had received on the day of the meeting concerning Neighbourhood Planning and which he had sent to the Chairman and Clerk. The Clerk summarised its content for the benfit of Members.
RESOLVED:
1. To note receipt from Cornwall Council of a Communities & Devolution Bulletin dated 30th October 2015.

2. To note information relating to a public consultation event in the Stithians Centre on 10th November 2015 in respect of a proposed housing development in Hendra Road. 
3. That Cllr Mrs Thomas attend the CPIR CNA Meeting to be held on 25th November 2015. 
4. To note receipt from the Police & Crime Commissioner of his November Newsletter.

5. To note an e-mail concerning Neighbourhood Planning received by Cllr Blease. 
Proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr Mrs Kavanagh and carried unanimously. 

MINUTE 16/11/15 


	22

	URGENT ITEMS
The Clerk advised that there were no urgent items for consideration at this point in the meeting.


	23
23.1

23.2
23.3

23.4


	AUTHORISING OF PAYMENTS

The Clerk presented his report, a copy of which is appended to these minutes. 
He also presented his report on payments resulting from invoices received since the publication of the agenda, a copy of which is appended to these minutes
He reminded Members of their agreement under Minute 13/11/15(3) to make a payment of £89 for the printing of “Spotlight”.
RESOLVED to approve payment of the sums shown in the reports totalling £4267.45 and a payment of £89 for the printing of “Spotlight”.

Proposed by Cllr Mrs Kavanagh, seconded by Cllr Jones and carried unanimously.  
MINUTE 17/11/15 


	24

	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
It was noted that the December meeting would be for essential business only

The following items were identified for discussion at the January meeting:
1. Goonlaze Car Park – Clerk to report.


	25
	PRESS RELEASE

No items were identified for inclusion in a Press Release.


	26

	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the next Council Meeting would take place on WEDNESDAY 9th DECEMBER at 7 pm in the Stithians Centre and would be for essential business only.


	27

	CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
The Chairman proposed, seconded by the Vice Chairman, that the Press and Public be excluded from the meeting at this point (21.35) on the grounds that there was likely to be a disclosure to the public of exempt information of at least one of the following descriptions:

· Information in respect of which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained in legal proceedings.

· Information which reveals that either Cornwall Council or Stithians Parish Council proposes to give under any enactment a notice under or by virtue of which requirements are imposed on a person or to make an order or direction under any enactment.
· Personal matters relating to a member of staff.

· Confidential matters relating to a local business.
This was unanimously agreed without a vote.


	27.1

27.1.1

27.1.2


	Planning Compliance:

The Clerk presented his report, which remains confidential and updated Members on some of the cases.
RESOLVED to note the report and the updates given to the meeting.

Proposed by Cllr Mrs Kavanagh, seconded by Cllr Jones and carried unanimously. 
MINUTE 18/11/15



	27.2

27.2.1

27.2.2

27.2.3
	Outreach Post Office:

The Clerk presented his report, which remains confidential.

Members discussed options for more permanent premises for a Post Office and also information provided by Mr Burley under Public Participation.

RESOLVED to apply to Cornwall Council for planning consent for change of use of part of the public conveniences to enable it to be used as a Post Office and shop.

Proposed by Cllr Nicholls, seconded by Cllr Mrs Kavanagh and carried unanimously by those who voted. Cllr Blease & Mrs Thomas did not vote.
MINUTE 19/11/15 


	
	The meeting closed at 22.15.



Signed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings.

…………………………………………………. Chairman

Date:…………………………………………
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